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BRITAIN CONFIRMS SPANISH MEDIA REPORTS WRONG 

 
Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar notes the reports in Spanish news media 
suggesting that meetings have been held between UK and Spanish officials on “joint 
management of the marine environment” in what they erroneously refer to as “the disputed 
waters around the Rock.” 
 
These reports have, rightly, been immediately denied by the Foreign Office in London in 
clear and unequivocal terms. The FCO statement illustrates that the Spanish media 
reports are simply wrong.  
 
The fact is that the management of the marine environment in British Gibraltar Territorial 
Waters is a matter exclusively for the Government of Gibraltar.  For that reason, there is 
no question of any “joint management” with Spain being agreed in respect of BGTW.  
There is even less likelihood that the UK Government might be engaging on reaching such 
arrangements – given that they have no Constitutional competence whatsoever to do so in 
respect of environmental matters and no mandate to do so insofar as related Sovereignty 
issues might be relevant. 
 
The position on these matters of Foreign Secretary Rt Hon William Hague MP and of 
Minister for Europe Rt Hon David Lidington MP has been clearly expressed in past months 
and years. The Spanish press reports are directly contradictory to the position set out by 
Mr Hague repeatedly and most recently in his written statement to Parliament of 10th 
December 2012.  Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar is confident that the UK is 
working on all legal and political options “to remove the Spanish listing and protect British 
and Gibraltar’s interest” (as the Foreign Secretary told Parliament last week) i.e. the direct 
opposite of “co-operating to create a joint management plan”, as the erroneous Spanish 
reports have suggested. 
 
For that reasons the Government is clear that the Spanish press reports are wrongly 
informed and entirely false in seeking to give that erroneous impression to Spanish public 
opinion. 
 
 


